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the ' sweet regent in the star-lit skies/ but
Nature hymns the sun! The whole earth
proclaims his glory, feels attracted by his
pure light, and eternally moves round the
heavenly fire."

It is quite possible that similar reflections
were interwoven with the venerable cult of the
Persian fire-worshippers, and with the brilliant
G-reek mythology. The ideas to which our
correspondent has given such eloquent expres-
sion may also lie at the root of the genealogies
in the epical poetry of India. At any rate,
the Kurus who were always fighting or
gambling are counted as a lunar race, whereas
Janaka and Kama, selfless and unattached to
earthly pleasures and possessions, were solar
kings.

"VMmiki sings
The ancient glories of the sun-born kings/'

says K&lidasa.1

1 Another illustrious house that claimed solar descent
was the family of Buddha. Koshala was the native
land of K&ma as well as Gotama Buddha.